Roman Achievement


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: The Colosseum

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C

TOPIC:  Roman Achievement

MAJOR IDEA:  The Romans had many technological, architectural, artistic, historic and literary achievements.  Many are well documented and are examples of cultural diffusion.  The achievements of the Romans were carried to foreign lands by generals through conquest and war.  The Romans represents a society that spread is culture to a wide geographic area while incorporating many other cultures ideas into its own.  

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What are the engineering achievements of the Romans?  Which of these are evidenced in the construction of the Colosseum?

· How is Rome a classic example of urbanism?

· What was the role of Pax Romana in the spread of Roman civilization?

· What achievements of the Roman Empire are evidenced at the Colosseum?

· Did Roman principles of law and justice support or contradict the activities at the Colosseum?  If so, how?

· How did the Romans use technology to improve life for the populace?

· How does the Colosseum represent the Roman worldview?

· What was the global importance Rome’s Twelve Tables and Justinian Code?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Plans of the Colosseum

· Plans of the typical Roman house

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Create a running list of Roman achievements grouped by category (e.g. architecture, engineering, law).  Ask students to choose one of these achievements and consider how it might have changed aspects of the larger human society.  What legacy, if any, did this achievement leave?  Is it an achievement that is still present in modern day society (e.g. the wheel or road systems)?  Have students design a poster promoting the achievement they chose to consider.

· Research a game or spectacle at the Colosseum writing a report that describes the game, its rules, its participants and any engineering or architectural features of the Colosseum that accommodated that particular game.  Have students illustrate the report with scenes of the game.

· Have students create posters promoting an event at the Colosseum.

· Create a detailed (and working) model of the Colosseum.

· Create a chart outlining The Twelve Tables and Justinian Code.  What characteristics of these contradict the activities at the Colosseum?  Do you think the Romans justified the contradiction?  How?  What is the significance of the Twelve Tables? What aspects, principles or themes in the Twelve Tables and the Justinian Code are familiar in the modern world?

RESOURCES:

· http://www.the-colosseum.net/idx-en.htm - Information on that various Roman games at the Colosseum.

HOMEWORK:

· Give two examples of the ways that principles of law developed by Rome affect life in the United States today.

· Are there any modern comparisons to the Colosseum, its structure, its activities and its role to/in society?

· Compare the design of modern stadiums (e.g. Yankee Stadium) to the design of the Colosseum.  What are the common features?  What are some of the improvements in modern stadiums?
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